
Simplifying Rational Functions
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First expand the exponential expression in both the numerator and denominator:
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Confirm that  by placing each side as an equation
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in your graphing calculator and then view an associated table for those
equations.  Notice from the table that the two expressions are equal
except at x = 0.  This confirms your simplification.
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Rewrite the numerator and denominators in factored form and then simplify:
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Confirm that  by placing each side as an
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equation in your graphing calculator and then view an associated table for
those equations.  Notice from the table that the two expressions are equal
except at x = 0.  This confirms your simplification.

Simplify the following rational expressions.  Confirm the simplified expressions by using the graphing
calculator to view table values.  Remember to list all x values that can be used in the simplified expression. 
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