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Study your chart carefully.  Study the shaded columns.  What numbers does the calculator use to
simplify these fractions?  

The calculator uses prime numbers for the factors.

Study the shaded columns.  What do you notice about the order in which the factors are chosen?



The calculator uses the prime numbers in numerical order.  The calculator tries to simplify with 2 first,
then moves to 3, then moves to 5, then moves to 7, etc.  The calculator completely factors with 2 and
then moves to 3, then to 7, etc.  It skips by factors that are not factors of both numerator and
demoninator.

How can you determine the greatest common factor of the numerator and denominator?

Multiply all the factors together.  If the factors are 2, 2, and 3 the greatest common factor is 12.  
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Study your chart carefully.  Study the shaded columns.  What numbers does the calculator use to simplify
these fractions?  

The calculator uses prime numbers for the factors.

Study the shaded columns.  What do you notice about the order in which the factors are chosen?

The calculator uses the prime numbers in numerical order.  The calculator tries to simplify with 2 first, then
moves to 3, then moves to 5, then moves to 7, etc.  The calculator completely factors with 2 and then moves to
3, then to 7, etc.  It skips by factors that are not factors of both numerator and demoninator.

How can you determine the greatest common factor of the numerator and denominator?

Multiply all the factors together.  If the factors are 2, 2, and 3 the greatest common factor is 12.  


